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The University rf Dayton 
ARUN GANDHI, GRANDSON OF NON-VIOLENT LEADER, 
TO SPEAK AT UD ON RACE RELATIONS 
News Release 
DAYTON, Ohio, February 24, 1989--Arun Gandhi, the grandson of Mahatma Mohandas K. 
Gandhi, will speak on "Race Relations in the United States and South Africa" at the 
University of Dayton on Saturday, March 4 at 2 p.m. The presentation in the Kennedy Union 
Boll Theatre on campus is free and open to the public. 
Born in South Africa in 1934, Gandhi worked with his father to bring racial harmony to 
the land of apartheid through love, understanding and compassion. Following his father's 
death in 1956, Gandhi went to India where he worked as a journalist for the leading 
national daily newspaper and focused on the problems of poverty and caste discrimination. 
As a 12-year-old, he spent one year in India with his grandfather, the nationalist 
leader known for non-violent social reform. Young Arun accompanied his grandfather every-
where and, although involved in events that would lead to India's independence just one 
year later, the Mahatma would stop each day at 5 p.m. to spend an hour alone with Arun. 
Gandhi is currently living in Mississippi to research a book comparing the treatment 
of the lowest social class in India, the untouchables, with that of blacks in the United 
States and South Africa. He has said, of the three countries he has studied, the United 
States is the most important because change in America prompts change in the world. 
Gandhi is visiting Dayton to initiate an annual peace and reconciliation conference at 
College Hill Community Church. His speech at UD is co-sponsored by Social Workers for 
Peace, Pledge of Resistance, American Friends Service Committee and Dayton Area Citizens 
for Arms Race Education. 
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NOTE TO EDITORS: For advance interviews, Arun Gandhi may be reached at the University 
of Mississippi at (601) 232-5993. A Dayton press conference with Gandhi will be conducted 
on Friday, March 3 at 6:30 p.m. in the lower level lounge of Bonebrake Hall on the United 
Theological Seminary campus. For more information, call (513) 278-4203. 
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